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Relevant Provisions in the New 
Criminal Laws

n �Section 20 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 provides that 
anything which is done by a child under seven years of age is not 
to be considered as an offence.

n �As per Section 21 of BNS 2023, nothing is an offence which is 
done by a child above seven years of age and under twelve years 
of age, who has not attained sufficient maturity of understanding 
to judge the nature and consequences of his/her conduct on that 
occasion.

n �Section 27 of the CrPC is deleted in the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023.

n �Section 300 of BNSS 2023 says that the provisions of plea 
bargaining  are not applicable to offences against child.
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³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ ´fifÀfÔd¦fIY ´fifU²ff³f

n �   ���·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀf) IYe ²ffSXf 20 IYWX°fe WX` dIY Àff°f Àff»f ÀfZ IY¸f CX¸fi IZY ¶f¨¨fZ õfSXf 

dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff IYûBÊ ·fe IYf¹fÊ A´fSXf²f ³fWXeÔ WX`Ü

n �   �·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 IYe ²ffSXf 21 IZY A³fbÀffSX, Àff°f Àff»f ÀfZ Ad²fIY CX¸fi AüSX ¶ffSXWX 

Àff»f ÀfZ IY¸f CX¸fi IZY ¶f¨¨fZ õfSXf dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff IYûBÊ ·fe IYf¹fÊ A´fSXf²f ³fWXeÔ WX`, dþÀf³fZ CXÀf AUÀfSX ´fSX 

A´f³fZ IYf¹fÊ IYe ´fiIÈYd°f AüSX ´fdSX¯ff¸fûÔ IYf AfÔIY»f³f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE ´f¹ffÊ~ Àf¸fÓf IYe ´fdSX´f¢½f°ff 

´fif~ ³fWXeÔ IYe WX`Ü 

n �   �·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf) 2023 ¸fZÔ ÀfeAfSX´feÀfe IYe ²ffSXf 27 IYû WXMXf 

dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü 

n �   �·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf) IYe ²ffSXf 300 IYWX°fe WX` dIY plea bargaining 

IZY ´fifU²ff³f ¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY A´fSXf²fûÔ ´fSX »ff¦fc ³fWXeÔ WXû°fZ WX`Ô Ü 
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n �Section 401 of BNSS talks about order to release on probation 
for good conduct or after admonition, and shall not affect 
the provisions of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act. 

n �Section 402 of BNSS mentions that special reasons are to be 
recorded by the Court for not dealing with a youthful offender 
under the JJ Act. 

n �As per the JJAct, as soon as a child alleged to be in conflict 
with law is apprehended by the police, such child should be 
placed under the charge of the special juvenile police unit or the 
designated child welfare police officer, who is bound to produce 
the child before JJB within 24 hours of apprehension. The child 
should not be placed in a police lockup or lodged in jail. Further 
such child, whether he has committed a bailable or non-bailable 
offence, has to be released on bail with or without surety. Only 
under certain special circumstances the child may not be released 
on bail but in that case he/she has to be kept in an observation 
home in prescribed manner until brought before a JJB.
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n �   �·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf) IYe ²ffSXf 401 A¨LZ Af¨fSX¯f IZY d»fE ¹ff ̈ fZ°ffU³fe 

IZY ¶ffQ, ´fdSXUeÃff ´fSX dSXWXf IYSX³fZ IZY AfQZVf IYe ¶ff°f IYSX°fe WX`, AüSX ¹fWX ·fe dIY dIYVfûSX ³‍¹ff¹f 

(¶f¨‍¨fûÔ IYe QZJ·ff»f AüSX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f) Ad²fd³f¹f¸f IYû ´fi·ffdU°f ³fWXeÔ IYSXZ¦feÜ  

n �   �·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf) IYe ²ffSXf 402 ¸fZÔ CX»»fZJ WX` dIY dIYVfûSX ³‍¹ff¹f 

Ad²fd³f¹f¸f IZY °fSXWX EIY ¹fbUf A´fSXf²fe ÀfZ d³f´fMX³fZ IZY d»fE ³‍¹ff¹ff»f¹f õfSXf dUVfZ¿f IYfSX¯f QþÊ dIYE 

þf³fZ WX`ÔÜ  

n �   �dIYVfûSX ³¹ff¹f Ad²fd³f¹f¸f IZY A³fbÀffSX, þ`ÀfZ WXe IYf³fc³f IYf CX»»fÔ§f³f IYSX³fZ Uf»fZ ¶f¨¨fZ IYû ´fbd»fÀf 

õfSXf ´fIYOÞXf þf°ff WX`, EZÀfZ ¶f¨¨fZ IYû dUVfZ¿f dIYVfûSX ´fbd»fÀf BIYfBÊ ¹ff ³ffd¸f°f ¶ff»f IY»¹ff¯f ´fbd»fÀf 

Ad²fIYfSXe IZY ´fi·ffSX ¸fZÔ SXJf þf³ff ¨ffdWXE, þû ¶f¨¨fZ IYû 24 §fÔMXZ IZY ·fe°fSX dIYVfûSX ³¹ff¹f ¶fûOXÊ 

IZY Àf¸fÃf ´fiÀ°fb°f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE ¶ff²¹f WX`Ü ¶f¨¨fZ IYû ´fbd»fÀf »ffgIYA´f ¸fZÔ ³fWXeÔ SXJf þf³ff ¨ffdWXE 

¹ff þZ»f ¸fZÔ ¶fÔQ ³fWXeÔ dIY¹ff þf³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ BÀfIZY A»ffUf EZÀfZ ¶f¨¨fZ IYû, ¨ffWXZ CXÀf³fZ þ¸ff³f°fe ¹ff 

¦f`SX- þ¸ff³f°fe A´fSXf²f dIY¹ff WXû, þ¸ff³f°f IZY Àff±f ¹ff CXÀfIZY d¶f³ff, surety ´fSX dSXWXf dIY¹ff 

þf³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ IZYU»f IbYL dUVfZ¿f ´fdSXdÀ±fd°f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ WXe CXÀfZ þ¸ff³f°f ´fSX dSXWXf ³fWXeÔ dIY¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff 

WX`, »fZdIY³f CXÀf dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ CXÀfZ dIYVfûSX ³¹ff¹f ¶fûOXÊ IZY Àff¸f³fZ »ffE þf³fZ °fIY d³f²ffÊdSX°f °fSXeIZY ÀfZ 

AU»fûIY³f ¦fÈWX ¸fZÔ SXJf þf³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ

6


