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Relevant Provisions in the New
Criminal Laws

B Section 20 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 provides that
anything which is done by a child under seven years of age is not

to be considered as an offence.

B As per Section 21 of BNS 2023, nothing is an offence which is
done by a child above seven years of age and under twelve years
of age, who has not attained sufficient maturity of understanding
to judge the nature and consequences of his/her conduct on that

occasion.

M Section 27 of the CrPC is deleted in the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023.

B Section 300 of BNSS 2023 says that the provisions of plea

bargaining are not applicable to offences against child.
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B Section 401 of BNSS talks about order to release on probation
for good conduct or after admonition, and shall not affect
the provisions of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act.

M Section 402 of BNSS mentions that special reasons are to be
recorded by the Court for not dealing with a youthful offender
under the JJ Act.

B As per the JJAct, as soon as a child alleged to be in conflict
with law is apprehended by the police, such child should be
placed under the charge of the special juvenile police unit or the
designated child welfare police officer, who is bound to produce
the child before JJB within 24 hours of apprehension. The child
should not be placed in a police lockup or lodged in jail. Further
such child, whether he has committed a bailable or non-bailable
offence, has to be released on bail with or without surety. Only
under certain special circumstances the child may not be released
on bail but in that case he/she has to be kept in an observation

home in prescribed manner until brought before a JJB.
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