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Relevant Provisions in the New

Criminal Laws

B Aggrieved women facing any kind of violence due to attempted
sexual harassment, sexual assault, domestic violence, trafficking,
honour related crimes, acid attacks who have reached out or been
referred to the OSC are provided with specialized services.

B Women affected under following Sections of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) 2023 can be referred to OSCs for assistance —

® Sections 63 to 70 — Apply to women affected by sexual offences
like rape, gang-rape or rape and gang-rape of any minor girl.

® Sections 74 to 79 — Apply to women affected due to use of
criminal force and assault with intent to outrage her modesty or
with intent to disrobe her or are sexually harassed or subjected to
voyeurism or stalking or whose modesty is insulted by uttering
any words, making any sound or gesture or by an indecent act.

® Sections 81 to 87 — Are related to marriage offences wherein
a man causes cohabitation by deceitfully inducing belief of
marriage, or marries again during lifetime of his wife, or marries
dishonestly or fraudulently without lawful marriage or entices or
takes away or detains a married woman with criminal intent or a
husband or his relative subjects a woman to cruelty, or kidnaps,

abducts or induces a woman to compel her to marry.
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® Sections 88 to 91 — Are related to offences causing miscarriage,
voluntarily or without the consent of the woman or by acting in
such a manner so as to prevent the child being born alive or to
cause death of the child after birth etc.

® Sections 111, 135, 137, 138, 141 to 146 — Are related to wrongtul
confinement of a woman as part of an organised crime or
otherwise also, if a woman is kidnapped or abducted, or trafficked
or imported from a foreign country, exploited or made to do
slavery or unlawful compulsory labour.

® Sections 124 - Is related to acid attack.

B The introduction of provisions of e-FIR and zero FIR in Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 are aimed to aid in swift
reporting of such heinous offences against women that require
immediate attention.

B The age of sexual consent for a married woman under Section 63
of BNS has been raised in conformity with POCSO Act from 15
to 18 years. Further, all sections of POCSO will be invoked if rape

is committed on a minor girl.
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B Certain procedural safeguards are also given in BNSS 2023

women safety

® Section 43 - Says that while making an arrest of a woman, the
police officer cannot touch her arrest unless the police officer is a
female. No arrest after sunset and before sunrise.

® Section 49(2) - States that whenever it is necessary to cause a
female to be searched, the same shall be done by another female,
with strict regard to decency.

® Section 51 - On examination of accused by medical practitioner
at request of police officer says explicitly that whenever the person
of a female is to be examined it has to be done only by or under
the supervision of a female registered medical practitioner.

® Section 53(1) second proviso — Adds to the above by providing
that when a female is arrested, the examination of the body shall
be done only by or under the supervision of a female medical
officer or a female registered medical practitioner, whichever is
available.

® Section 183(6)(a) first proviso — Statements to be recorded by a
woman magistrate, and in her absence, by a male magistrate in

the presence of a woman.
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® Section 193 - Is regarding report of police officer on completion
of investigation and says that investigation under those Sections
of BNS, which are related to women, should be completed within
two months from the date on which the information was recorded
by the officer incharge of police station.

® Section 219 - Informs about conditions when the complaint can
be lodged by some person other than the victim who may be a
child, or of unsound mind or intellectually disabled or is a woman
and the court has to take cognizance of such complaint.

® Section 308 — Emphasises that when evidence of a woman below
the age of eighteen years as a victim of rape or any sexual offence
is to be recorded, then the woman should not be confronted by
the accused and her right to cross examine the accused is to be
ensured.

® Section 366 — States that trial of rape and similar offences shall
be conducted in-camera and not in open court and as far as
practicable, by a woman judge or magistrate.

® Section 397 - Is regarding immediate treatment of victims, free of

cost.
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