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Upholding freedom of speech and 
expression, ensuring unity & integrity 
of the nation: A balanced approach  
to treason laws

tA paradigm shift in treason laws

n �The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 marks a 
significant transformation in treason laws with Section 152 
specifically targeting actions that threaten the sovereignty, 
unity, and integrity of India.

  	
t�124A IPC (erstwhile law) versus Section 152 BNS (new 

law): ‘Rajdroh’ vs ‘Deshdroh’
n �There is a notable distinction between IPC Section 124A and 

BNS Section 152. While IPC Section 124A deals with acts 
“against the Government,” BNS Section 152 shifts the focus to 
actions endangering the “sovereignty, unity, and integrity of 
India.” Colonial interests replaced by needs of the democratic 
interests in Swatantra Bharat (Independent India).
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¶fû»f³fZ AüSX Ad·f½¹fd¢°f IYe À½f°faÂf°ff IYû IYf¹f¸f SX£f³ff, SXf¿MÑX IYe 

EIY°ff AüSX A£faOX°ff Àfbd³fdV¨f°f IYSX³ff: QZVfýiûWX IYfc³f³fûÔ ¸fZÔ EIY 

Àfa°fbd»f°f QÈd¿MXIYû¯f

¶ �SXfþQiûWX IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ EIY AfQVfÊ ¶fQ»ffU: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ²ffSXf 152 IZY 

Àff±f QZVfýiûWX IYf³fc³fûÔ IZY ́ fdSXúV¹f IYû dRYSX ÀfZ ́ fdSX·ffd¿f°f IYSX°fe WX`, þû ·ffSX°f IYe ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff, EIY°ff 

AüSX AJÔOX°ff IYû J°fSXZ ¸fZÔ OXf»f³fZ Uf»fZ IYf¹fûÊÔ ´fSX IZYÔdQi°f WX`Ü

¶ �124E ·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX ÀfÔdWX°ff ¶f³ff¸f 152 ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff: SXfþQiûWX ¶f³ff¸f 

QZVfQiûWX

- �·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 124E kÀfSXIYfSX IZY dJ»ffRYl IÈY°¹fûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX°fe WX`, þ¶fdIY 

·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff ²ffSXf 152 k·ffSX°f IYe ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff, EIY°ff AüSX AJÔOX°ffl IYû J°fSXZ ¸fZÔ OXf»f³fZ Uf»fZ 

IYf¹fûÊÔ ´fSX IZYÔdQi°f WX`Ü ÀU°fÔÂf ·ffSX°f IZY »fûIY°ffÔdÂfIY dWX°fûÔ ³fZ Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY dWX°fûÔ IYe ªf¦fWX »fZ »fe W`XÜ

- �·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 124E IZY ¸fb°ffd¶fIY ÀfSXIYfSX IZY ´fid°f ³fRYSX°f ¹ff AU¸ff³f³ff ´f`Qf IYSX³fZ 

Uf»fe Ad·f½¹fdöY A´fSXf²f ¸fZÔ Vffd¸f»f ±feÜ »fZdIY³f ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀf) ²ffSXf 152 

ÀfVfÀÂf dUQiûWX, dU³ffVfIYfSXe ¦fd°fdUd²f¹fûÔ, AüSX A»f¦ff½ffQe ¦fd°fd½fd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE Àfªff QZ³fZ IYf ́ fif½f²ff³f 

IYSX°fe W`X ªfû ·ffSX°f IYe A£faOX°ff IYfZ ´fi°¹fÃf øY´f ÀfZ £f°fSXfX ´fWba¨ff³fZ ½ff»fe dQ£f°fe W`XÜ 
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�Under IPC Section 124A, expressions that caused hatred 
or contempt towards the Government were criminalised. 
However, BNS Section 152 punishes actions such as armed 
rebellion, destructive activities, and separatist activities, 
which are seen as direct threats to the integrity on india.

t�A shield for freedom of speech and expression
n �Criticism of the Government policies and actions are not 

punished under the new law. The requirement of ‘intent’ 
in law further raises the threshold for applicability of the 
provision. 

t�Balancing expression and protection
n �The BNS 2023 strikes a balance by ensuring penal action 

against those whose activities threaten the nation, while 
also safeguarding the right to express opinions without the 
fear of prosecution. This balance is crucial in maintaining 
a democratic society.
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¶ ¶fû»f³fZ AüSX Ad·f½¹fdöY IYe ÀU°fÔÂf°ff IYf IY½f¨f

- �³fE IYf³fc³f IZY °fWX°f ÀfSXIYfSXe ³fed°f¹fûÔ AüSX IYf¹ffËZÔ IYe Af»fû¨f³ff ´fSX QaOX IYf ´fif½f²ff³f ³fWXeÔ W`XÜ IYf³fc³f 

¸fZÔ kBSXfQZÔlIYe Af½fV¹fIY°ff IYû ªfûOÞXf ¦f¹ff W`X dªfÀfÀfZ ´fif½f²ff³f IYe Àfe¸ff AüSX d½fÀ°fÈ°f WXû ¦fBÊX W`XÜ 

  

¶ �Ad·f½¹fdöY AüSX ÀfaSXÃff IZY ¶fe¨f Àfa°fb»f³f

- ��¶feE³fEÀf 2023 ¸fZÔ Àfªff IZY ·f¹f IZY ¶f¦f`SX d½f¨ffSXûÔ IYû ½¹f¢°f IYSX³fZ IZY Ad²fIYfSX IYû ÀfbSXdÃf°f SX£f°fZ 

WbXE CX³f ¦fd°fd½fd²f¹fûÔ IZY d£f»ffRY QaOf°¸fIY IYfSÊX½ffBÊX¹fûÔ IYû Àfbd³fdV¨f°f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff W`X ªfû SXf¿MÑX IZY d»fE 

£f°fSXf  CX°´f³³f IYSX°fZ W`ÔXÜ ¹fWX Àfa°fb»f³f »fûIY°ffadÂfIY Àf¸ffªf IYû ¶fSXIYSXfSX S£f³fZ IZY d»fE AWX¸f W`XÜ 

6


