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Upholding freedom of speech and
expression, ensuring unity & integrity
of the nation: A balanced approach

to treason laws
¢ A paradigm shift in treason laws

m The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 marks a
significant transformation in treason laws with Section 152
specifically targeting actions that threaten the sovereignty,

unity, and integrity of India.

4124A IPC (erstwhile law) versus Section 152 BNS (new
law): ‘Rajdroh’ vs ‘Deshdroh’

m There is a notable distinction between IPC Section 124A and
BNS Section 152. While IPC Section 124A deals with acts
“against the Government,” BNS Section 152 shifts the focus to
actions endangering the “sovereignty, unity, and integrity of
India.” Colonial interests replaced by needs of the democratic

interests in Swatantra Bharat (Independent India).
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Under IPC Section 124A, expressions that caused hatred
or contempt towards the Government were criminalised.
However, BNS Section 152 punishes actions such as armed
rebellion, destructive activities, and separatist activities,

which are seen as direct threats to the integrity on india.

¢ A shield for freedom of speech and expression

m Criticism of the Government policies and actions are not
punished under the new law. The requirement of ‘intent’
in law further raises the threshold for applicability of the

provision.

¢ Balancing expression and protection

m The BNS 2023 strikes a balance by ensuring penal action
against those whose activities threaten the nation, while
also safeguarding the right to express opinions without the
fear of prosecution. This balance is crucial in maintaining

a democratic society.
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