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Upholding Safety of Women and Children
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 introduces a dedicated 

chapter on offences against woman and child

Stringent Punishment for Offenders
The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 
ensures strict penalties for crimes against 
women, with a focus on providing justice for 
victims of rape and sexual assault.
Enhanced punishment for offenders involved 
in heinous acts against women, emphasising 
the commitment to women’s safety.
Offences against girls below 18 years 
of age face severe penalties, including 
life imprisonment or death sentence for 
exceptionally heinous cases.

Victim-centric Approach
New provisions ensure victims are heard 
before withdrawal of any case, thus recognising 
them as stakeholders in the legal process. 
Victims are given the right of being informed 
about the legal process. Section 199(c) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) has made 
failure to record any information in relation to 
certain sections such as rape, sexual assault 
against women, etc. given to a public servant a 
punishable offence. 

Offences Against Children
Section 95 of BNS penalises the exploitation 
of children, punishing those who hire/engage/
employ children for criminal activities.
It ensures that the person hiring or employing 
children for such purposes faces punishment.
Sections 96, 98 & 99 of BNS 2023 penalise 

procurement of children for labour or prostitution and 
buying or selling children for the purpose of prostitution. 
Sections 139(1),139(2), 141, 143(4), 143(5), 143(6),  
144(1) BNS 2023 are sections dealing stringently 
against trafficking/maiming/importation of children.

Gender Neutrality and e-FIR
Various offences against woman and child have 
been made gender neutral in terms of both the victim 
and the perpetrator.
Victims can report offences by e-FIR. This aligns with 
the evolving socio-legal approach to empower victims to 
navigate the legal process without fear of stigma. This 
will contribute to the prompt reporting of such horrific 
crimes, which require immediate attention.

Victim’s Right to Information
Victims now have the right to obtain a copy of the FIR 
free of cost, ensuring transparency in legal proceedings.
The law mandates informing victims about the progress 
of investigations within 90 days.



A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE IYOÞXe Àfþf
·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 ¶f»ff°IYfSX AüSX ¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f IZY ´fedOÞX°fûÔ 
IYû ³¹ff¹f ´fiQf³f IYSX³fZ ´fSX ²¹ff³f QZ³fZ IZY Àff±f ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY 
A´fSXf²fûÔ IZY d»fE Àf£°f QÔOX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü
¸fdWX»ffAûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY þ§f³¹f IÈY°¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ Vffd¸f»f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE Àfþf 
¸fZÔ UÈdð, ¸fdWX»ff ÀfbSXÃff IZY d»fE ´fid°f¶fð°ff ´fSX þûSXÜ
18 U¿fÊ ÀfZ IY¸f CX¸fi IYe »fOÞXdIY¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY A´fSXf²f IZY d»fE ¦fÔ·feSX 
QÔOX IYf ´fifU²ff³f WX`, dþÀf¸fZÔ Àf¶fÀfZ þ§f³¹f IÈY°¹fûÔ IZY d»fE AfþeU³f 
IYfSXfUfÀf ¹ff ¸fü°f IYe Àfþf Vffd¸f»f WX`Ü

´fedOÞX°f-IZYÔdQi°f údáIYû¯f
³fE ´fifU²ff³f ¹fWX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fZ WX`Ô dIY dIYÀfe ·fe ¸ff¸f»fZ IYû Uf´fÀf »fZ³fZ 
ÀfZ ´fWX»fZ ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYe ¶ff°f Àfb³fe þfE, °ffdIY CX³WXZÔ IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff ¸fZÔ 
·ff¦feQfSX IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ¸ff³¹f°ff d¸f»fZÜ ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff IZY ¶ffSmX 
¸fZÔ ªff³f³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX ´fif~ W`XÜ ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 199 
(Àfe) IZY A³fbÀffSX EIY »fûIY ÀfZUIY IYû ¶f»ff°IYfSX, ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY 
¹fü³f CX°´feOÞX³f AfdQ þ`Àfe IbYL ²ffSXfAûÔ IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ Qe ¦fBÊ dIYÀfe ·fe 
þf³fIYfSXe IYû dSXIYfgOXÊ IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ dURY»f°ff QaOX³fe¹f A´fSXf²f WX`Ü
 

¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY dU÷Yð A´fSXf²f
¶feE³fEÀf ²ffSXf 95 IZY °fWX°f ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYf Vfû¿f¯f QaOX³fe¹f A´fSXf²f W`XÜ ½fZ »fû¦f 
ªfû ¶f©fûÔ IYû Af´fSXfd²fIY ¦fd°fd½fd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE d³f¹fûdªf°f IYSX°fZ W`X ¹ff CX³WZÔX 
IYf¸f ´fSX SX£f°fZ W`X ½fZ QaOX IZY ´ffÂf W`ÔÜ 
IYf³fc³f ¹fWX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX` dIY EZÀfZ CXïZV¹fûÔ IZY d»fE ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYû IYf¸f 
´fSX SXJ³fZ ¹ff d³f¹fûdþ°f IYSX³fZ Uf»fZ ½¹fdöY IYû Àfþf d¸f»fZÜ
¶feE³fEÀf 2023 IYe ²ffSXfEa 96, 98 AüSX 99 ßf¸f ¹ff UZV¹ffUÈdØf 
IZY d»fE ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYû WXfdÀf»f IYSX³fZ °f±ff ½fZV¹ff½fÈdØf IZY d»fE ¶f©fûÔ 

IYe £fSXeQ-RYSXû£°f IYû QÔaOX³fe¹f ¶f³ff°fe W`XÜ ¶feE³fEÀf 2023 IYe 
²ffSfEa 139(1), 139(2), 141, 143(4), 143(5), 143(6), 144(1) ¶f¨¨fûÔ 
IYe °fÀIYSXe, A´fa¦f°ff AüSX Af¹ff°f IZY dJ»ffRY Àf£°fe ÀfZ d³f´fMX³fZ IYf 
´fif½f²ff³f IYSX°fe WX`ÔÜ

d»fÔ¦f d³fSX´fZÃf°ff AüSX BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX
dUd·f³³f ¹fü³f A´fSXf²fûÔ IYû ´fedOÞX°f AüSX A´fSXf²fe Qû³fûÔ IZY ÀfÔQ·fÊ ¸fZÔ d»fÔ¦f 
d³fSX´fZÃf ¶f³ff dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü
´fedOÞX°f BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX õfSXf A´fSXf²f IYe dSX´fûMXÊ IYSX ÀfIY°fZ WX`ÔÜ ¹fWX 
´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff ¸fZÔ ·f¹f¸fb¢°f WXfZIYSX ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ IYû Àfbd³fdV¨f°f 
IYSX°ff WX`Ü BXÀfÀfZ Àfa¦fe³f A´fSXf²fûÔ IYe °½fdSX°f Àfc¨f³ff ´fif~ WXû¦fe AüSX B³f 
´fSX °½fdSX°f IYfSÊX½ffBÊX WXû ÀfIZY¦feÜ 

´fedOÞX°f IYf Àfc¨f³ff IYf Ad²fIYfSX
IYf³fc³fe IYf¹fÊUfWXe ¸fZÔ ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fZ WXbE, ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû A¶f 
¸fbµ°f ¸fZÔ ERYAfBÊAfSX IYe EIY ´fid°f ´fif~ IYSX³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX WX`Ü
IYf³fc³f ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû 90 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX þfÔ¨f IYe ´fi¦fd°f IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ Àfcd¨f°f 
IYSX³fZ AüSX CX³WXZÔ Àf¸f¹f ´fSX A´fOXZMX IZY Àff±f ÀfVföY ¶f³ff³fZ IYf AfQZVf 
QZ°ff WX`Ü
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¸fdWX»ffAûÔ AüSX ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ff

·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ AüSX ¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY A´fSXf²fûÔ ´fSX  

EIY Àf¸fd´fÊ°f ³f¹ff A²¹ff¹f ´fZVf IYSX°ff WX`


