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Witness Protection'Scheme

Guardians of Truth: Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) 2023 Unveils the Shield of Witness Protection

(&= Witnesses: Pillars of

Justice, Voices of Truth

Witnesses play a pivotal role as the
‘eyes and ears of justice,’” guiding the
court towards truth and justice. The
law aims to protect witnesses from
harm and ensure their safety.

Safeguarding Justice:
Witness Protection
Scheme

A significant stride: Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023
introduces the Witness Protection
Scheme, acknowledging the critical
need to shield witnesses from threats
and intimidation.

Responsive Legal
Framework: Aligning with
Judicial Observations

The State Governments are entrusted
to prepare and notify a Witness
Protection Scheme. A ‘Witness
Protection Scheme, 2018 has been
drafted and endorsed by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court in its judgment in
Mahendra Chawla v UOI. They are
aimed at guarding the society against
criminal misconduct, deterring law-
breakers and penalising those who
violate or attempt to violate laws, and
protecting witnesses from harm and
ensuring their safety.

(&~ Section 398: A Game-Changer

in Witness Safety

This groundbreaking addition ensures that
witness safety becomes an integral part of
the criminal procedural framework whereby
every State Government is mandated
under Section 398 to prepare and notify a
Witness Protection Scheme (WPS).

& Witness Protection:

Upholding the Right to
Testify Without Fear

The new law for the Witness Protection
Scheme stands as a formidable shield,

safeguarding witnesses against threats,
intimidation, and injury.

& Witnesses, Our Silent Heroes:

Advocating for Justice

The new law clearly emphasises that
Witness Protection is not just a legal
provision but a commitment to Justice.
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