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¢ Empathy for first-time Offenders: Justice with

Compassion

m Both Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 introduce a paradigm
shift in the treatment of first-time offenders, emphasising
rehabilitation and compassion in the pursuit of justice. In
BNSS, reduced minimum punishment in plea-bargaining
for first-time offenders and liberalised and relaxed bail for
first time undertrials acknowledges that mistakes can be
learning opportunities, especially for those entering the
justice system for the first time. The legal framework under
BNS aims to balance accountability with an empathetic
approach towards individuals with no prior criminal
history, for instance ‘petty theft’ which is made punishable

with community service.

¢ Rehabilitation over Retribution

m The new laws aim to provide first-time offenders with

alternatives to punitive measures, thereby focusing on
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rehabilitation and reintegration into society.
m The new criminal laws envision a future where isolated
mistakes are recognised as opportunities for positive

change.

¢ Provisions for First-Time Offenders: A Legal Milestone

Multiple considerations have been introduced through

several sections for first-time offenders including:

m Introducingnon-custodialpunishmentsuchascommunity
service, and counselling for eligible individuals, fostering
personal growth and societal reintegration through the
legal framework.

m First-time offenders are to be given relaxed punishment
(one-fourth and one-sixth of stipulated punishment) in
plea bargaining.

m First time under-trial offender is given statutory bail
after completion of one-third period of the maximum

punishment prescribed.
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