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¢ Putting an End to Snatching Menace—One law for the

whole Nation

B Snatching has shown itself as one of the biggest threats to all strata of
society, predominantly women and the elderly. The rising incidents of
chain snatching and mobile phone snatching, which contain sensitive
data, financial information and passwords, have necessitated the

addition of a section in Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023.
BNS 2023 provides for serious punishments with regard to snatching

B Imprisonment and Fine: Introduction of Section 304 has marked
snatching as a distinct crime with up to 3 years of imprisonment and a
fine as prescribed. The court determines the specific term and amount
based on the case severity, the offender’s past record, and other factors.
It also comes under ‘petty organised crime’ if committed by a group or
gang.

B Theft Vs Robbery: While considered a serious offence, snatching
generally attracted a lesser punishment than robbery under the IPC due
to the absence of threats or bodily harm. Theft in BNS involves taking

movable property without consent, but not necessarily using force.
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Robbery, on the other hand, involves threats or actual violence along
with the taking of property by force.

Impact and Benefits:

B Victim Protection: The creation of a specific offence for snatching
acknowledges this crime’s distinct impact on victims, who often suffer
physical and emotional trauma over and above the loss of property.

B Protection of valuable data: Mobile phones which contain sensitive
personal data, financial information and passwords are protected by
separately making the act of ‘snatching’ as an offence.

B Deterrence: The specific punishment for snatching aims to discourage
potential offenders and send a strong message about the seriousness of

the government to tackle the crime.
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