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— From the Editor —

nity and integrity of a country based on uniform federal principles are

crucial for a vibrant democracy. In this context, the need for reformative

reasures to restore peace and development in Jammu and Kashmir, which
witniessed decades of insurgency and unrest, was of utmost significance.

Thanks to the well-crafted strategy of the Government of India under the
keadership of Hon'ble Prirme Minister Shr Narendra Modi, Jammu and Kashmir
has ushered in a novel era of peace and prosperity after vears marked with
political turmadl. Significantly, while these path-breaking measures have laid
the foundation for a thriving democracy, it has also ensured the particpation of
various stakeholders.

Aiming toestablish peace inthe region, the Government of India has prioritised
dialogue and engagement with different sections of sodety. This initiative has
shown remarkable results in reducing tensions and creating an atmosphere of

B.alaji erivastava peace and progress. The abrogation of Article 370 by the government was an
Director General, BPRzD initiative of utmost imporance to address longstanding 1ssues enhancing the
integration of Jammu and Kashmir with the rest of the country. This move has
resulted in greater economic development and improved governance, with the
extension of the Union's laws and provisions in the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Under the leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi N, the
Government of India has undertaken an unwavering mission to combat terrorism,
boost the electoral process at grassroots levels, and restore political activities.

Thanks fo the well- 0 bresence and integrated efforts of Central Armed Police Forces including

crafted sirategy of  CRPF and BSF have made significant contributions while creating an atmosphere
the Government of peace and security in Jammu and Kashmir.

. Alongside the counterterrorism initiathves, the Gowernment of India has

of Indlc_: under the prioritised the development activities in the Union Territory. While addressing

leadership of Hon'ble  the root cause of radicalisation and discontent, the Government has paid special

Prirne Mimister Shn attention towards boosting the socio-economic prospects of communities

Narendra Modi Ji m-mlﬂm:I mr::e!:?lmiﬁaﬁvel the G tha izad the patential

) fi & fa Ty . the Government has fi uritapped

Jammu and Kashmir ¢\ i in Jammu and Kashmie, Coneerted m have been made to attract
has ushered in a domestic and international tourists by showeasing the region's heavenly
novel era of peace landscapes and cultural heritage. The development of infrastructure projects
such as hotels, resorts, and other recreational faciliies is on the fast track. This is
) creating a conducive environment for tourists and imeestors. The construction of
years marked with highways and tunnels has enhanced transportation networks and opened up new

polifical turmoil. avenues for progress and development, thereby boosting the regional econonmy.
This edition of “Vigilant India’ is especially dedicated to highlighting the

transformation that Jammau and Kashmir has witnessed in the recent past.

Whe look forward to your feedback and suggestions while presenting this &th

issue of "Vigilant India”. You may like to send your suggestions to dg@bprd.nicin
lai Hind.

and prosperity after
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Era of Developmen

+ Jammu and Kashmir marches on the Path of Peace and Progress
+ Ladakh also witnesses Streams of Development

Bureau

hat lammmu-Kashmar and Ladakh are today
was not the same few years ago. Violence and
unrest were the defining characteristics of the
region, which was othensise considered one
of the most beautiful places on Earth. Terronst and stone-
pelting incidents were quite freguent. Strikes lasting not less
tham 100 days in government offices per year wera the norm,

W)

and people would wait for momenits of peace to venture out
and get their wark done. Schools and colleges would remain
cdiosed for days and months, and there would be uncertainty
about when markets would shut dowwn due to fear of violence
or terror gttacks. Tourists were also reluctant to visit the area.
Schools are open, colleges are bustling with young boys and
girls eager to learn, teachers are present in the dassrooms,
shops are open, streets are safe, and there are no stone-
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pelters on the roads. Strikes in povernment offices are a thing
of the past, and people are able to complete their waork on
time. There are no disrupbions in transportation, and the
number of tourists is breaking reconds.

This is the new Jammu and Kashmir, which reshaped itself
after the abrogation of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution
on August &, 2019, The region has undergone a complete
transformation from its previowsly terror-ridden state. Thanks

to the post-Artice 370 abrogation scenaric, comprehensive
development is taking place, and the restlessness of the

Consistent Improvement in the Security Situation

W-&**vn“&#,

people is fading away as thewr eyes are filled with hope. The
abrogation of Arbde 370 was accompamied by efforts to
establish peace through a two-pronged strategy: craddng
dowwn on terrorists and separatists, and creating confidence
among the people by ensuring sustainable peace and
developmert. The Central Reserve Palice Force, Palice, and
Border Security Force, through their comtinuous vigilance, ane
working as sentinels of peace, ensuring the safety of all and
posing a threat to terrorists and anti-social elements. While
the backbone of the terrorists has been broken, oross-border
imfilration of temorists via the Lime of
Control has also been contained.
Infrastructure  development  has
witnessed significant progress, with the
establishment of a comprehensive road

._ 2004 io May 2014 Terrorist Incidents  Ciyilians Killed network connecting the Line of Control
— g — 75 % Dacling (LoC) to the Line of Actual Control [LAC)
. June 14 io June 23 B4 % Decling and ten major highways. Bollywood has

4947 made a comeback to the valley, infusing

Security
Personnel
Martyred

% Dacling

1155 1197

2076

L.

The region's world-renowned products,
such as saffron, dry fruits, basmati rice,
and apples, are now spreading their
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“ In most of the schemes and laws formulated
for the country earfier, it was written — "Except

J&K. Mow, this is 8 matter of history. The path

of peace and development on which Jammu and

Kashmir i moving has also paved the way for new

industries to come up in the state. Today, &K &

contributing to the self-reliant India campaign.

- Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

aromatic essence in India and abroad.

The powernment's comimitment to 2ers tolerance against
terrorizm, which began with Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Medi's assumption of office in 2014, has yielded positive
results. In the Himalayan region of Jammu and Kashmir, the
government has successfully ourbed uncertainty and unrest
fueled by a country across the western border and its agents.
against stone-pelters, separatists, and terror financiers, have
security forces have successfully thwarted the malicous
mtentions of terrorist handlers situsted across the Line of
Control.

Employment and busimess opportunities in Jammu and
Kashmir hawve long grappled with cross-border termorism,
bt the govermment’s zerc-tolerance policy has significantly
Forces (CAPFs) and Police have played a commendabile role
i combating terrorism, resulting in a dedline in the mumissr
of individuals imohed in termorist acoivities. In April 2023,
a comprehensive review meeting was hald in New Delhi
to assess the seourity situation in Jammu and Kashenir,

®

Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Medi, and
with the combined efforts of the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs, the
Police, including the Central Armed
Police Forces, significant progress
has been made in the development
of Jammu-Kashmir and Ladakh over
the course of 9 years. The improved
situation in Jammu and Kashmir
has now gained recognition on a
global scale, effectively
conveying a positive message to
the entire world.

terrorism. These measures have created confidence amang
thie youth to prepare for government and private jobs creating

Enhanced coordination among security agencies and the
Certral Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) has played a pivotal role
in dismantiing terrorist networks operating within the region
and emanating from across the border The efforts of the
security forces hawve led to a significant dediine in terrorist
mcidents and civilian casualties, bringing a glimmer of hope
to the people of lammu and Kashmmir

Home Ministry data between 2016 and 2021 demonstrates
a notable continuows Improvement in the security situation in
the Union Territony of Jammu and Kashmir, Additionally, after
the Jammu Kashmir Reorganisation [Amendment] Bill was
passed in 2021, provisions were made for the inclusion of 1AS,
IFS, and IFS officers from the current Jammu Eashmir @dne
imto the AGMUT mdre.
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Thie Central government, driven by the cone
mantra of ‘Antyodaya’ and the spirt of ‘Sablca
Saath, Sabka Vikas, and Sabka Vishwas', has
breathed new life into the neglected region of
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K]. Under a ground-
breaking indusinal promofion scheme, the
gowemment is set fo take indusinial development
io the block level in JEK. Aiming for the
fransformation, the govermnment has allocated
7 28 400 crore ower the mext 15 years through a
new Ceniral scheme. The incentive programme
will open doors to fresh avenues of development
in the region_ With the approval of the new Central
Regional Plan, JEK's industrial development wil
receive a substantial boost. A sum of
7 1.122.84 crore has already been alocated
fhirough various special package schemes. This
miliatwe is remarkabde for promoting domestic
manufachuring, reducing import dependence in
JEK, and bolstering its export potential. The new
schems offers attraciiee incentives for both large:
and small units of MSMEs, sefting the stage for
a new era of industrialsation in the region. The
scheme is poised fo bring about a significant
shiift i J&K's exsting industrial ecosystemn,

/All’round)
(development of |
*'J ammua muland: I-{aﬂhm:r

\by{Government

[y

Ot

I 722 lakh
#d‘unﬂ
Kabmir

o
@—w-
W 3 3 000 crove

‘o Ehe bank
amints of the

with a specific focws on crealing skilled opportunities and paving fhe way for susiainable development. This project is sai o
make a significant impact, as it is expecied io generaie around 4.5 Lakh direct and indirect jobs in vanous sectors, including
agriculture, horficuliure, sik industry, and dairy ndusing. Moregwer, 3 capital interest subsidy of 8% per annum will be available
fior a maximum of seven years on loan amounts wp to ¥ 500 crore in these seciors. The scheme also offers a G5 T-linked
ncentive of 2009 of the eligible value of actual invesiment made in manufachuring and senices for 3 decade. Existing

units. will receive 5 working capital interest incentive at an annual rate of 5% on amounts up to 1 crore for 3 masirmum of
five years. The scheme also encourages new imestments, creating a favourable environment for economic growth. This
fransformatiee plan aims to posiion JEK as a prominent industrial desinafion, enabling it io compete on a national lewel The
owerarching chjective is to drive indusinal development, which will have farreaching posiive effects throughout the region.
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Data shows the Story

@ From 2019 to June 2022, 29806
people have been recruited in public
enterprises in Jamimu and Kashmir.

@ Total 890 laws of the Centre have come
into force in Jammu and Kashmir after
the removal of Article 370.

@ Before August 2019, on an average
only 5.4 kam of road was built every
day, but now 20.6 km of road is being

built every day.
@ There has been a 70% decline in
terrorist incidents in 9 yvears.

The region witnessed an accelerated pace of development
through the implementation of nwmercus government
schemes and polices. Infrastructure projects were initiated
to improve connectivity, enabling seamless travel and trade.
Investments poured in, creating employment opportunities
and bolstering the local econcmy. The landmark step of
abrogating Article 370 aimed to further integrate lammu and
Kashmnir into the national mainstream while also ensuring
equal opportunities and rights for its residents.

Urnicn Minister for Home and Cooperation, Shri Amit
Shah, visited Jamimu and Eashmir om June 23, where he
inaugurated several developrment schemes for the UT. During
his address to a public meeting, he stated that due to Article
370, development could not hiappen in Jammu and Kashmir.
When comparing the sibuation of the last 20 years, he
highlighted that in the past 3 years, there has been a 70 per

2794

Decline in incidents of Stone-pelting

“ By removing Article 370, Shri Marendra
Modi has given the right of reservation to the
hill community, scheduled castes, scheduled
tribes, wormnen and senior citizens. Only Shri Modi
can do this justice. After the abrogation of Artide
310, only 32 calls for *hamtal’ and "bandh’ were
recefved in the last 47 months, while the incidents
of stone peltng have also come down by 900

Shri Amit Shah, Union Minister for Home and Cooperation

cent reduction in violence.

Moreover, the government launched initiatives to promiote
tourism, recognising the immense potential of lammu and
Eashmnir as a global towrist destination. The international
cormmumnity was able to witness the unrivalled transformation
of the region during events Bke the G20 Towrism Working
Group meeting held in Sninagar between 22 to 24 May 2023,
where 60 delegates from the most important
courtries of the world marvelled at the scenic
splendour and the warmth of the local people.
India's efforts to foster peace and developmient
during the G20 conference held in the Kashmir
Vallzy The event served as a testament to the
transformative journay of Jamimu and Kashmir:

Jammu and Kazhmir stands as a testamant
to the triumph of hope over adversity. With
each passing day, the region mowves closer
to realizing its true potential and becoming a
shining example of progress and prosperity. The
government's dedication and the umyavenng
spirit of the people enswre that Jammu and
Kashmir will shine even brighter, attracting
visitors from far and wide to experience its
of transformation. 8
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Jammu and Kashmir Soars

on Action Oriented Schemes
Shri Narendra Modi

Prime Minister

h‘.

R

i

Jammu and Kashmir is experiencing a new wave of action oriented schemes. The Union
Territory has embarked on a journey of accelerated progress in ‘Amrit Kaal'.

Bureau

n a historic ewent last wear, Jlammu and
Kashmir (J&K) hosted the National Panchayat
Conference on National Panchayati Raj Day
Dwuring the conference, Prime Minister Shri
Marendra Modi inaugurated a 500 KW solar power plant
in Palli. This remarkable achievement made Palli the first
panchayat in the country to become carbon newutral. The Prime
Minister spoke to the Gram Sabhas of the country throwgh an
anline programme held at Palll panchayat in Samba district
Dwaring his address, Shri Modi acknowledged that after india's
imndependence, Kashmir had lagged behind in development
for many years. However, the cument government has
tried to fulfil Babasaheb's dreams by mplementing various
schemes efficiently. The gowernment has worked towards
reducing the time taken for scheme implemeantation in the
Valley, which used to imvolve lengthy bureaucratic processes.
The goal of giving more autharity to panchayats is to turn
them into genuine centers of empowerment. The increased
power and funds allocated to panchayats will energise village
development. The government also places great importance
on enhancing the participation of women in the Panchayati Raj
system, ensuring that sisters are actively imalved in decision
making processes. By empowering panchayats and focussing
on inclusive development, the government aims to uplift rural
areas and bring progress and prosperity to the villages of I,
Major Achievements in Jamnu & Kashmir since 2009
Government Medical College: Four government medical
colleges were sanchoned at Kathuwa, Rajowri, Doda and
Udhampur in Jammu. Except for Udhampur, government
medical colleges at the other three places are funchional
The construction work of Udhampur Medical College is in
progress. ¥ 672 crore will be spent on these four projects.

AlIKS Jammu @ Construction work of AIIMS at Jammu's
Vigypur is in full swing. Presently, its administrative comples
i= operating from Jammau. The estimated cost of the project is
1,253 crore.

IT and IIM Jammmu ; One phase of T Jammu has been
completed, and the remaining construction work is n full
swing. Presently, the administrative block and dassrooms are
operational at IT Jammu. The estimated cost of this project is
£ 577.08 crore. Similarty, the construction work of 1M Jammu
iz in progress. The administrative block and dassrooms are
functional im shift arrangement. The estimated cost of this
project is ¥ 376,82 orore.

Government WMedical College - The govermment has
approved the oonstruction of two medical colleges in
Anantnag and Barmmulla in Kashmic The estimated cost
for building these colleges 5 ¥ 230002 oore. Additionally,
a Government Medical College 5 currently being bailt
Handwara.

AlINS foxvantipora ; Constructhion work is undenway for the
AN fadlity in Avantipora, with an estimated project cost of
1,828 crore.

MIFT, Srinagar : The college is now operating from its new
campus in Ompora, which costs approgmatehy $ 325.36 crore
o comstruct.

Unani Hospital & College, Ganderbal : The college's
construction cost is estimated to be £ 32 50 oore, and it was
imaugurated in September 2021

Roads and Highways : The expansion of Mational Higheway
44 from the Udhampur to Chenani section, to four lanes, as
wealdl as the second phase of the Jammu-Akhnoor Highnaay,
will provide much needed relief from traffic congestion
the dty of lammuw. The estimated cost for these projects is
¥ 27277 orore. The construction of the Ring Road in Jamamu
iz in full swing, with only the tunnels at the exiremne emnd

10 1830 June, 2023 4 Vighant naia



Development

requiring completion. This project is estimated to cost
¥ 1,339 crore. The Mawwug Tunnel has been completed,
dllowing smioother traffic flow to the Kashmir Valley The
tumninel rums from Banihal to Oazgund in the Ramban district.
Ancther completed project is the two lane road connecting
religious villages Sudhmahadey and Mantalai, from Chenani
to Sudhmahadey. The estimated cost for this project &
F 155 (8 oore. The construction work for the Delhi Amritsar
Katra Expressway is progressing rapidly, which will greathy
enhance travel comvenience for pilgrims and other passengers
trawelling fromn Dedhi to Katra. In addition, the process of
expanding the roadway to four [anes between Akhinocor and
Poonchis currentlyin progress, which wall enhance accessibility
up to Pir Panjal. These mfrastructural developments are
aimed at enhancing transporation facilities and connectivity
in the region.

“Yatri Mrwas' at Ramban for Shr Amamathji pilgrims
by SASH: A Yatri Mawas has been constructed at Ramban to
the Amamnath Yatra. The estimated cost of this project s 46
crore. This Yatri Miwas can acoomimodate 3,600 pilgrims.

Tirurnala Tirupati Devasthanam Ternple : The TTD term ple
was recently inaugurated in Jammu has become a major
attraction of religious tourism.

Jambu Zoo - The construction of the lambu foo in Jammu
is @ major attrachion for tourists and locals. The estimated oost
of this project = ¥ 62 48 oore.

Jammu Smiart City Uimited ; Beautification of the ity of
lammu has been taken up under lammu Smart City Limited.
Several projects have been initiated and successfully completed.
The estimated cost of these projects is ¥ 236,80 crore.

Industrial Area : Dwring the 2022-23 fisal year, the
industrial area of Jammu received a significant investment

of ¥ 141609 cgore. This mvestment led to the creation of
10,506 jobs, which is the highest number of jobs penerated in
the area compared to previous years.

Stadium : The Bakshi Stadium undenwent a renovation 25
part of the Prime Minister's Development Package (PMDF),
with an estimated cost of ¥ 44 oore. The stadium was
inaugwrated in 2021-22 and the old indoor stadium was also
rencvated at an estimated cost of T 16 crore.

NMawyug Tunnel - The Banihal Oazigund Road Tunmed, which
cost over ¥ 3,100 crore to ueld, was inaugurated in 2021, This
tuminel provides a faster route for highway commuters, saving
themn 45 minutes of travel time.

Tourisrm © Tourism in the area has been boosted by
developing new tourist cinouits that cost approamately X
B0.BS crore. As part of this, 75 off beat destinations, 75 Sufi
sites, and 75 new trekking routes have been identified and
promoted for visitors to enjoy.

Srinagar Smart City Limnited - The beautification of Srinagar
city has been taken up under Srinagar Smart City Limited.
Murnerous projects hawve been undertalken and successfully
completed. The estimated cost of these is ¥ 345 crore ®

Moving ahead with Policy Initiatives

he govemment's relentiess efforis in combating femorism STl - STTEal =l
in JEK have yielded positive results. The Unicn Minister for
Home and Cooperafion, Shri Amit Shah, sialed that under
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's gudance, the Indian

govemment ook decisive actions o crack down heavily on
fermonst actwities. Shri Shah emphasised that by revoking Arbicie 370, the
Prme Minister bestowed the righis of resenvation upon hill communities,
scheduled castes, scheduled fribes, women, and senior ciizens. Only Shni
Meodi's strong leadership could have ensured this long awaited justice. The
Union Minister for Home and Cooperation underscored & significant decline
in terror related incidents in the |ast few years. According fo Shi Shah, there
were 7,227 temonst incidents resulfing in the deaths of 2,056 calians during
fhe prewious govemments 10-year term. However, in the last nine years,
there has been a decrease of about TR, with only 2,350 temonst incidents resulting in the deaths of 377 civilians. He said that
after fhe abrogation of ArSicle 370, only 32 cals for sirke and bandh” were reporied, while the incidents of stone peliing hawe also
come down by 80% in the last 47 months. Shn Shah admired the Prime Minister's commiiment to econcmic growth. He said that
during the |ast nine years, Shr Modi has worked towards making India the fifth largest economy in the world. To promote the
development of JEK, the gowemment has infreduced several policies and initiatives. These ncuded the Industnal Poboy, Industrial
Land Alloiment Policy, Private Indusinal Estate Development Pobicy, Wool Processing, Handicraft and Handloom Policy, as well as
fhe Maw Film Pobicy in 2021. These policies hawve fadilitated an increase in investments and confinuous growith in tourism. In 2022,
a recond breaking 1.88 crore tounsts visited Jarmmu and Kashmir. Moreower, She Shah highlighfed the govemment's commitment
fo providing employment opportunities fo the region’s youth. He emphasised that from 1847 to 2014, JEK faced a severe scarcity
of jobs. Howewer, under Shi Modi's guidance, the has addressed this Esue effecively. A total of 28,000 povemment
jobs had been provided o the youh, along with the estshlishment of 51,000 units for saif employment. =
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Tourist

Bureau

nce plagued by prolonged msurgency and
political upheaval, Jammu and Kashmir [JEK)
has undergone 3 remarkable transformation
and emerged a5 a toursts’ paradise of the
country. J&K has reafised its true towrism potential thanks to
the government's multipronged strategy comprising pesce
and developmental inftiatives.

The region has experienced a remarkable surge in the
number of tourists in the year 2022, A record breaking 1.88
crore towrists visited Jammu and Eashmir in 2022, compared
to 1.13 crore in 2021, Motably, the Kashmir Valley welcomed
26.73 Ilakh tourists im 2022, surpassing the previous hizhest
recorded figure by more than double.

Prime Minister Shri Marendra Modi made a special
address to the nation on August 8, 20019, emphasising the
potential of tourism in the Leh region, induding Jamimu and
Kashmir. He expressed that Jammu-Kashmir and Ladakdh
heve the capability to become the world's largest towrist
destinations. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that he
neaded support of the people of India too in creating new
atmosphere in the wvalley! He also called wpon film industries
to come and begin shooting of films. He assured that the
whaole political emdronment and administrative set up had
been changed now to suit the new situation that would
encourage tourists to wisit.

He urged the Hindi, Telugu, and Tamil film industries, as
well as assocated individuals, to consider imsesting inJamma-
Kashmir and Ladakh, including film shooting, setting wp
theatres, and other ventures.

Dzl Lake, Srinagar's most popular identity, draws national
and international tourists with its magnificent landscape and
serens beauty. Union Minister for Home and Cooperation
Shiri Amit Shiah =aid that the government wants to make Dal
Lake the most attractive tourist centre of the country, for
which a scheme of about ¥ 85 crore has been formulated

12 1630 June, 2023 4 Vighant naa

Haven in

full Bloom

#The govemmend notified tammu and Kashmir Towrism Pollcy
2020 to promiste imvestments In the toursm secior,

# Accand of the siatus of indusiny to the ourlsm sactor resulied
in Privaie imeesiment of aound F 250 crore In the ourismy
hospialty sector.

#Significant Increase In the numiber of toursts In Jammy and
Eashmir {over 1,88 cromne In 2022, 35 against 1.13 crore In
2021).

#in the cakendar year 20022, 76.73 lakh toursts have visied the
kashmir Walkey, which |5 more than double the peak af 12.99
lakh In 2016,

#Identication of 75 ofbeat destinations, T3 Suilireligious.
sltes, 75 herlage shes and 75 new tracks and Infrastniciure
arangemenis by the govemment of Jammu and Kashmir has
cregied an enabling envirenmant by opening Up New areas.

#sllocation of F 42 crore under fhe Cendral Seclar Scheme for
the dewslopment of Hazralbal shrine.

on a preliminary basis. He said that due to this upgrads,
«children from across the country wouwld like to visit Dl Lake
and Tattoo Ground adding that this will result in exponential
increase in the number of tourists. Jamimu and Eashmir has
made significant progress im its infrastructure, showcasing
remarkable landmarks such as the world's highest rail bridge
called the 'Chenab Bridge,' surpassing the height of FRnoe's
Eiffel Tower. Additionally, the region boasts India's longest
highvvay twunnel, the Chenani-Mashri tumnel, which is also
the longest bi-directional tunnel in Asia. These remarkable
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Celebrations at Kheer Bhawani Temple

The Eheer Bhavani temple in Tulmula, Ganderbal, holds immense
significance for Kashmir Pandis. Despite adverse condifions that had
prevented pecple from visiing in the past, the iemple gamered nationwide
attention when Linion Minister for Home and Cooperation Shii Amit Shah
offered prayers there in October 2021, Bvery year, during the auspicious
occasion of "Jyestha Ashtami’, Kashmin Pandits fiock fo the 'Mata Raganya
Crewi’ temple to seek blessings. This year, from May 26 to 28, the anmual
Kheer Bhavani far was celebrated with great enthusiasm by both fhe Kashmir
Pandit community and e ofher local residenis of the Kashmir Valley. On
this momentous occasion, Shri Amit Shah, the Union Minister for Home and
Cooperafion, conveyed his best wishes and extended congratulations to Shri
Manoj Sinha, the Lieutenant Gowernor of Jammu and Kashmir. Unicn Home
Minsiter also haled the effors of the Ceniral Armed Police Forces (CAPF), the
Jammu and Kashmir Police, and the local adminsstration fior the successful
holding of the event. The Ganderbal disirict adminisiration had made elaboraie
arrangements to ensure fhe comforable stay of the devoless, in addition to ‘

ensuring kaw and order on fhe ground.

The Kheer BEhawani
Mela held on Jyeshitha

infrastructure projects have become major attractions in the
towrism sector of lammu and Kashomar.

The gowvermment's proactive measures have played a
pivotal role m driving the remarkable growth of towr=m
in recent years. Motably, the identification and promotion
of various offbeat destinations, Sufi/religious places, and
on these sectors and investing in infrARstructure development,
the povermment has opened up new opportunities inbourism.
Furthermaore, a substantial allocation of £ 42 crore has been
dedicated under the Central Sector Scheme to develop the
iconic Hazratbal shrine.

In line with the noeasing number of tounsts, the
Jammu and Eashmir Tourism Department has pricritised the
promotion of home stays as an alternative accommodation
option. Ower 1050 homestays have been registered so
far, with many momre in the pipeline. These homestays
offer visitors a chance to experience lammu and Kashmir
closely, fostering cultural exchange and supporting the local
economy. Moreower, by empowening lol communities,
these homestays ensure direct participation in the economic
benefits generated by the tourism sector, providing a uniques

Ashtami in Kashmir occupies
a sacred place in the spiritual
realm of the Kashmiri Pandit
sisters and brothers. More
than 25000 devotees attended
the Mela this year. May the
divine grace of Maa Kheer
Bhawani always be with us.

-Shri Amit Shah
Linion Minister for Home
and Cooperation

In 2021, the government introduced a film policy aimed
at transforming Jammu and Kashmir into a preferred filming
destination. This policy streamlines the filing process through
a single-window cdearance system, atiracting various
production houses for films, web series, documentaries, and
music videos. Furthermore, to maintain global standards for
houseboats and ‘shikaras’, the government implemented
the Houseboat Policy. Registered houseboat and ‘shikara’
owners avall subsidised rates for wood, ensuring the guality
and preservation of these boats, which represent the region's
heritage. Ladakh k& renowned as one of India's prominent
hill tourist destinations, known for s stunning mountains,
unigue lndscapes, high-altitude lakes, rich culture, and
traditions. Tourism plays a vital role in the region’s economic
development, generating employment opporbunities in
transportation, hospitality, and catering sectors. Tourism

has a positive Impact on economic acthity, even in the most
remote areas of Ladakh. Over the past few decades, tourism

in Ladakh has witnessed substantial growth. The Leh district,
in particular, has emerged as the preferred destination for
forelgn tourists. Situated at an altitude of 14,000 feet above

sea level, Pangong Lake is considered the highest, deepest,
and longest lake in the world. =
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G20 Meet in Srinagar
Makes Waves Globally

Bureau

ecently, when the G20 Tourism Working
Group meeting took place in the Kashmir Valley,
the efforts of the Indian government for peace
and development were apprediated workdwide.
The conference held at the Sher-eKashmir Internztional
Comention Centre on the banks of the famous Dal Lake saw
the participation of over &0 foreign delegates. Vigilance was
maintzined from the sky to the ground. The Dal Lake was
guarded by the commandos who were wigilant enough to
protect it from any untoward eventualities.

Dwring the G20 meeting, the delegates enjoyed a golf
session and also explored the famous Mughal Gardens along the
banks of the Dal Lake. They had a delightful experience riding in
the famous Shikara boats on the Dal Lake in Srinagar. The Shikara
boat ride was highly appreciated by the visitors. These moments
wiere captured and shared widely on sodial media, with some
ewen posing for pictures in traditional Kashmiri attire.

In reality, this conference has showcased the fact that the
environment in lammu and Ezshmin, which witnessed
the shadow of terrorism for decades, has now
transformed. People are happy in this changed
environment, and the transformation is being felt.
After the abrogation of Articles 370 and 354, lammu
and Kashmir is on the path of progress. It fesls lke
a decade of peace has returmed to the Kashmir Valley
The three day G Working Group mesting on tourism
shwicased the present situation and beauty of Kashmir
in front of the world and also the nation. Kashmir is
considered a paradise on Earth, renowmed for its
natural beauby, snow-capped mountains, abundant
wildlife, magnificent landmarks, warm hospitality,
and local craftsmanship. The happiness on the
faces of the locak in the presemnce of domestic and
foreign guests was evident. Now, the local people trust
that being in unison with the country and following one

The announcement of the G20 Tourism Working
Group meeting taking place in Srinagar had come
as a surprise to everyone in diplomatic circles. It
also raised in some Indian domestic
sectors ng its feasibility and the potential
for peaceful proceedings. People questioned
whether there would be any repercussions on
the evolving situation in the Kashmir valley, and
how separatists would react.

constitution pave the way for development.

Dwring this G20 Working Group meeting, discussions
were held on five priority areas: green tourism, digitization,
skills, M5ME, and destination management. These priorities
may form the basis for transforming the towrism sector and
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achieving the goals of sustainable developmeant by 2030. The
purpose of the G20 Tourism Working Group meeting is to
strengthen economic development, preserve cultural heritage,
and promote the region's sustainable development. The Union
Ministry of Tourism called upon nations, and international
organizations to work collectively towards advancing the
tourism sector and achieving the Sustzinable Development
Goals (5D0Gs) of the United Nations by 2030. In fact, it is a
significant achievernent of the union government that the
same lammu and Kashmir, which wsed to face criticism and
miisinformation on global platforms, has now become anintegral

part of India in the eyes of representatives from G20 and ather
imvited nations. They came here and left with happy memarias.
While Pakistan and China were spreading misinformation about
Kashmir worldwide, all countries except Turkey, China, and
Saudi Arabia attended the G20 meet in Kashmir, appreciating
the atmosphere here. Foreign visitors had the opportunity to
experience the beauty and culture of Kashmir for three days.
The G210 representatives acknowledged that they were deeply
impressed by the situation, beauty and hospitality of Kashmir.
They minced no words in saying that their visit will remain
memorable for them forever®

Kashmir is Magnificent, Say Foreign Delegates

Jammu and Kashmir, once known for violence and
unrest, is a peaceful and magnificent region now. Forsign
delegates were overwhelmed by the splendid landscape
and the friendly behaviour of the people.

Chang Jaebok, the South
Koream Ambassador o India, stated
thiat the G20 Tourism Working Group
meeting i Kashmir

enjoyed engaging in adventure acivities such as skiing,
mountainesning, and trekking, as well as indulging in
leisurely expenences like "Houseboat stays" and "Shikars”
nides. Gustavo expressed his desire
to wisit Kashmir again.

Simon Wong, Singapore’s Higi
‘Commissioner to India, said tourists
from all ower the world shaould

was successful on all
counts. He prised the
beauty of the region

ChangJas-hok | -4 " commended the
South Karean welcoming gesture of the
people of the UT.

Gustavo, the Brazilian delegate for the
G20 meseting, averred that Kashmir is one of

wisit Kashmir He said that
there is no place on earth
more beautiful than Kashmir.
He also marvelled at the
wonderful handicrafis of the
coming o Kashmir. He said he was at a loss for
words o describe the magnificence of the places

Simon Wong

Singagpore

the best places in the word for tourism. He

he visited in the LT
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Yopga Day

t the United Nations Headquarters in MNew
York, a historic Yoga session led by Prime
Mmister Marendra Modi brought together
representatives from 135 countries.  This
miomentous evert took place on 21 June 2023, the
Imternational Day of Yoga. The iconic MNorth Lawn of the UN
Headquarters bacame a unifying space a5 Yoga practitioners
dresses. This achievement was not only a testament to India's
eyceptional diplomacy under the guidance of Prime Minister
Marendra Modi but also a global tribute to the enduring
practice rooted in andert India. Recognizing the display
of unity by LN member states, the seszion was included in
the Guinness Book of World Records, and a certificate was
presented to India’s Permanent Representative to the UM,
The theme of the historic Yoga session was "Yoga for
Vasudhaiva Eutumbakam" or "Yoga for the World as a Family "
coinciding with the G20's theme of *0ne Earth, One Family, One
Future," The event gamered an overwhelming response from
thousands of yoga enthusiasts indluding diplomats, offidals,
atademicians, health professionals, techmocrats, industry
leaders, media professionals, artists, spiritual leaders, and yoga

practitioners, A video message from UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres was also played.

Distinguished personalities in attendance included Csaba
Eorosi, President of the 77th United Mations General Assemibly,
Eric Adams, Mayor of Mew York City, Amina I Mohammed,
Deputy Secretary-General of the United Mations and Chair of
the United Mations Sustainable Dewelopment Group. Prime
Binister Marendra Modi also addressed the gathering of Yoga

practitioners, emphasizing that "Yoga means to unite.” He
described Yoga &5 a truly universal practice, free from copyrights
and patents, originating from India, The Prime Minister
highlighted Yoga"s adaptability to people of all ages, genders,
and fitness levels. During his address, Prime Minister Modi also
called for the elimination of internal conflicts through yoga,
urging individuals to overcome obstadkes and resistances.

The proposal for Yoga Day was put forward by Prime Minister
Marendra Modi during his address to the UNGA in S5eptember
2014, receiving overwhelming support from member nations of
the UN General Assembly, Acknowledging its universal appeal,
the United Nations officially dedared 21 June as the Intemational
Diay of Yoga on 11 December 2014, Since its inception im 2015,
the International Day of Yoga has been commemorated with
numerous sessions and events showcasing the benefits and
universal appeal of Yoga at the UM, Times Square, and other
iconic kacations waorldwide. B
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PM conferred with
'Order of the Nile'

Bureau

rime Minister 5hri Narendra Modi has been
during his foreign visit. On 25 June 2023, the
President of Egypt, Mr. Abdel Fatish El-5i,
presented the 'Onder of the Nile', Egypt's hiphest dvilian
award, to Prime Mmnister Shri Narendra Modi at a spedal
ceremormy held at the Presidency of Caino. The Prime Minister
expressed his gratitude to President El-5isi on behalf of the
people of India for this esteemed recognition. Earler on the
same day, Prime Minster Shri Marenda Modi was warmily
recefsed by Presidemt Bl-5Sisi at AHttihadiya Palace. During
the biateral meeting, both leaders fondly reclled President
E}-Sisr's State visit o India as the Chief Guest at the Republic
D=y celebrations in lanuary 2023, They also recognized the
effectiveness of the newly established India unit within the
Egyptian @binst in advandng bilateral coopemtion. The
two leaders engaged in disoussions to further enhance the
partmership between India and Egypt, particularly in areas
such as trade and imeestment, information tedhinclogy,
defense and security, renewable energy, agriculture, health,

The President of Egypt Mr. Abdel Fattah El-Sisi
conferred the "Order of the Nile', the highest civilian
award of Egypt, to Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on 25 June 2023 at a spedal ceremony held
at the Presidency of Cairo. This is the 13th highest
state honor that has been conferred on the Prime
Minister by other countries.

cubture, and peopls to people ties.

EFSisi also disoussed enhandng cooperation in the G20,
underlining isswes such as food and energy insecurity, dimate
change and the need to raEe a united voice for the Global
South. The Prime Minster looked forwand to receiving
President El-5isi at the G20 Leaders' Summit to be held in Mew
Delhi on 3-10 September 2023. The Prime Minister of Egypt,
HE M. Mustafa Madbouly and several other senior ministers
of his @binet were ako present on the oocasion. External
were present from the Indian side.

Modi, who was on a state visit to the country at the
ivitation of the Egyptian President, held one on one &lks
with Mr. EF5isi and they reviewed important developments
in the region and the world. This was the first bilateral visit by

an indian Prime Mintster to Egypt in the st 26 years. Views
weere exchanged on 3 numibsr of regional and mtemational
issues of common interest. President El-56 expressed
Epypt's confidence in India's active chaimmanship of the GX]
Summit, which contributtes to ourbing the negative impact of
imtermational challenges on the global economg
Remarkabhy, Prime Minister Shri Marendia Modi is the first
Ind@an to receive this award. Prime Minister interacted with
memibers of the Indan community in Cair on 24 lune 2023
during his state visit to Egypt. In his imteraction with members
of the Indian ocommumity, Prime Minister Shri NMarendra
Modi apprecated the Indian community's contribution
strengthening India-Egypt relations. The event was attended
by ower 300 members of the owerseas IndiEan commmumity
including students, professionals and businessmen_ 8
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AmammathYatra

Amarnath Yatra Amid
Foolproof Security

# Deployment of Central Armed Police Forces along with Police personnel
#®Radio Frequency Identification Cards (RFID) for the pilgrims

#Pilgrims praise the Police Forces working tirelessly for them

®insurance of T 5 lakh for Amarnath Pilgrims and 750,000 for animals

Bureau

he Governmentof india has made comprehensive
arrangements for the Amarnath Yatra, which
holds immense religious significance for mdlions
of devotees. Through improved coordination
amang the police, Arrmy personnel, and the Central Armed Police
Forces, the yatra has been made entirely secure, Additionalhy,
the government has ensured essential healthcare facilities and
amenities during the yatra.

Amarnath Yatra, which started on July 1, will conidnue undl
Bugust 31, 2023, The government's utmost priority is to ensure
that the pilgrims have a smooth and hasske-free ‘darshan’
experience without encountering any difficulties.

Aiming to address the arrangements for the Amamath Yatra,
Union Minister for Home and Cooperation Shr Amit Shah on
June 9 hebd a meeting with Jammu and Kzashmir (1&K) Governar
Shiri Manog Sinha, Union Home Secretary Shri Alay Eumar Bhalla,
and other sendor officials from the Ministry of Home &ffairs,

The meeting cowvered wvarious aspects related to the
pilgrimage. Several senior officials, including the Intelligence
Bureau Director, Border Security Force and Central Resenve
Police Force Director Generzls, Border Roads Crganisation
Director General, J&K Chief Secretary, and other high ranking
officers from the Central government and JEK administration
attended the meeting.

Ensuring the convenience and safety of Amamath pilgrims
is of utmost significance to the government. Shri Shah directed
the implementation of robust security arrangements along

the entire Amarnath Yatra route, Special emphasis was placed
on fadlitating smooth travel arrangements from airports and
raihwsy stations to the Yatra base camp.

Shiri Shah also instructed to provide night time alir services
from Srinagar and Jammu to fadlitate passengers. He also
highlighted the importance of ensuring proper healthcare
fadilities, which includes the availability of coygen cylinders, their
refilling, and maintaining an adequate stock of medical supplies.
Instructions were given to deploy additional teams of doctors
and ensure ample medical beds, ambulances, and helicopters to
address any medical emergencies.

The Union Minister for Home and Cooperation made
sure that the necessary amangements were in place for the
Amarnath Yatrks, inchuding travel, accommodation, electricity,
water, communication, and healthcare fadiities, Additionally,
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instructions were given to deploy machinery to quickly handle
any communication disruptions or landslides that may ocour
along the Yatra route.

The 62 days jowrney holds immense significance, and the
Central government has ensured the safety and security of exvery
dewotes partcipating in the Amarnath Yatra. The Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) has taken proactive measures to prepare
the travel route in advance, inchuding dearing snow, widening
roads, repairing footbridges, constructing handrzils, and
installing safety measures. To ensure the smooth conduct of the
Shri Amarnath Yatra 2023, as many &s 49 officers from the J&E
administrative services have been appointed as Camp Directors
and Additional Camp Directors at various Yatra routes, These
officers will report to the Chief Executive Officer (CEQ) of the
5hri Amarnath Shrine Board. An important development is the
provision of Radio Frequency Identification Cards (RFID) to all
pilgrime, allowing their location to be tracked. Every Amarnath
pilgrinn will receive insurance coverage of ¥ 5 lakh, and every
animal will be insured for % 50,000.

Additionally, thers will be provisions for a tent city, Wi-Fi
hotspots, and adequate lghting along the entire Yatra route,
Online live ‘darshan’ of "Baba Barfani’, live telecast of the moming
and evening ‘aart” at the holy Amamath cave, and religious and
cuttural programimes will also be organised at the base camp,

The government ensures comprehensive preparations to
conduct the Amarnath Yatra in a safe and peaceful environment
each year. The lammu and Kashmir administration has
formulated a robust security strategy based on the guidelines
of the Ministry of Home Affairs, with the Central Armed Police
Forces playing a crudal role. This year, 45 comipanies of Central
paramilitary forces have been deployed from other states to
ensure passengers’ security. The security of the pilgrims and
the bazse camps will be handled by the Central Reserve Police
Force [CRPF) and the police, with the CRPF hawing the main

{@®!

‘ Shri Amarnathji's journey is a divine and

grand form of our heritage. | wish that with
the blessings of Baba Barfani, new enthusiasm and
energy are infused into the lives of all devotess and
our country moves rapidly on the path of "Sankalp
se Siddhi’ in Amritkal.

-Shri Marendra Modi, Prime Minister

responsibility. A team from the CRPF will accompany the
wehides from lammu to the Pahalgam and Baltal base camps.
Additionally, a wehicle with CRPF jawans will be stationed in the
middle of each batch. To ensure security, Army personnel will be
deployed along the Jammu-Srinagar highway, specifically from
Udhampur to Qazigund. They will collaborate with the police
and the CRPF to conduct search operations in major markets,
villages, surrounding mountains, and forests along the highway. =

Devotees Embark on Amarnath Yatra with Enthusiasm

encountered no issues whateoever.

every stape of the joumnsay.

The povernment has made extensive preparations & ensure the sacurty and smooth travel of the
pilgrirms, and the devotees are highly sstisfied with the amangements. Shivam Desai, who iraveled
from Gujarat, said that every aspect of passenger welfare iz baing tken care of, whether it i the
security personnel responsible for safety or the staff managing food and beverape armngements.
Rahul Patel, another ressident of Gujarat, remarked that the well-being of the passengerz iz given
utmost attemtoon, even in adverss westher conditions, to prevent any INCoMeniences.
B Dicit, & resident of Gorakhpur, mentioned that CRPF jewans and officers remain dedicated to
their duty at variouws locations, even in unfavorable weather.
Aarti Sharma, hailing from Delhi, expreszed her pratitude for the comprehensive facilities and
security provided by the CRPF throughout the jowmey, from Jammo to Amarmath, saying thet they

All passengers appreciated the afforts of the paramilitary fiorces induding BSF and CRPF. Somilos,
a resident of Haryana, shared that the personnel of the Central Armed Police Forces are diligently
fopusing on cleanliness, sccommodstions, and security. The 1k Police, in collaboration with the BSF
and CRPF, are taking every precawion to ensure the convenience of all passensers.

Similarly, Somia emphasized that the current situstion in Jammu and Kashmir iz vastly different
contrary to earber parceptions. People now trust the povernment fior zafe and accessible travel. The
mumiber of participants in the Amamath Yatra has increazed simificandy. Many passenpers expressed
their eratitde for the unwavering support and assistance provided by CRPF jawans and officers at
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Development Gains Momentum in Ladakh

Bureau

onsistent efforts of the gowvernment towards
developmental activities in Ladakh have led
to signifiant owtcomes in the region. The
Gowernment of India, following the rewocation
of Article 370, has prioritised education, healthcare, and other
sectors in the Ladakh region. To further enhance educational
opportunities, the gowermment has taken the decision to
establish a Central University in Ladakh at the cost of Rs 750
crore. This university will provide local students with access
to higher education without the need to travel elsewhere,
ultimately elevating the standard of education in the region.

It & important to note that after the President's order,
the Central Government announced the removal of Artick
3AT0 from lamimu and Kashmin, leading to the separation of
Ladakh from Jammu and Ezshmin with both regions being
designated as separate union territories. Union Minister for
Home and Cooperation Shri Amit Shah highlighted the long
standing demand of the people of Ladakh to be recognized
as a distinct Union Territory, enabling its residents to achieve
thieir aspirgtions.

Union Minister for Home and Cooperation Shei Amit Shah
inaugurated the first winter grade diesel outlet in the Ladakh
region on Movember 17, 2019, aiming to address the challenges
faced by people due to the loss of fluidity in diesal fuel during
axtremely cold winter conditions. Panipat Refinery's winter
grade diesel has a pouwr point of -33 degrees Celsivs, making it
capable of maintaining its fluidity even in the harshest winter
weather of the region. This is unlike normal diessl, which
becomes difficult to use under such conditions.

The winter grade diesel will not only faclitate smooth

#Union Minister for Home and Cooperation Shri
Amit Shah Ladakh’s first winter-grade
diesel outlet in the year 2015

#Total = 1681.51 crore approved for the construction
of the 4.1 kilometer Long Shindou La Tunnel

#India's largest solar project of 7500 MW at a cost
of = 50,000 crore along with a % MW Hydroelectric
project to be completed in the next 4 years

#Ladakh envisages to y reduce ATEC losses

from 48.17% in the base year 2020-21 to 27.85%
by 2024-25

How, the development of the people of Ladakh
is the special responsibility of the Government
of India. The capability of people of Ladakh will
be wtilised appropriately and new opporunity of
development will come without any discrimination.
Mow the innovative spirit of youth of Ladakh will
get boosted, they will get good nstitutes for good
education, people will get good hospitals; and
infrastructure will be modemnised with priority.

- Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

travel and transportation during the peak towrist season in
extremely codd conditions but also give a boost to towrism,
meet the region's supply needs, and contribute to owverall
economic development.

The revocation of Articke 370 has ushered in a new era for
the Ladakh region, as the Central Government is dedicated
to bringing its people on par with the rest of the country. |
signifies the gowernment’s commitment to advandng the
development of Ladakh. The change in Ladakh's status, coupled
with increased budget allocations, has paved the way for
comprehensive progress in the region. The government's top
priority lies in the development of Ladakh, a= demonstated
by the approval of % 1,681.51 crore for the construction of the
4.1 km long Shinkun La tunnel, scheduled for completion by
2025, The tunnel will ensure all weather connectivity to Ladakh,
generating favourable conditions for tourism and appreciation
from the residents of Zamskar's Lungnak Valley, which is
regarded as the most underdeveloped area in Ladakh.

Moreover, the introduction of bocal texation provisions
will bolster the region's financial resources. The completion
of India’s largest solar power project, with a capacity of 7500
MW and with an outlay of % 50,000 crore, will contribute to the
prosperity of the region. Additionally, the construction of 2 9
MW mydroelectric project, combined with the 7500 MW solar
project, will be accomplished within fowr years, stimulating
both development and employment opportunities in Ladakh.m
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ulwama in Kashmir will no longer refer to
the termor that struck on February 14, 2009
Instead, it will represent an image of New India
Thanks to the nitiative of the Government of
India, Oukhoo in Pulwama is now known as the Pencil Village'.
This transformation has made Pulwama synonymous with
educational tools for dhildren across the country. One may be
surprised to know the fact that about 30% of the pencils in the
country are produced in Pulwama. The Cukhoo village in the
Pulwama district has mpidly become a manufacturing hub of
these pencils. With the sbrogetion of Artide 370, Kashmir is
poised for a new era of development, and the government is
actively working to integrate Jammu and Kashmir [J&K) into
the nation's development trajectory. Previously, the village
only supplied pencil slates (wooden strips] to the rest of the
country. However, complete pencils will now be manufactured
in Eashmir and distributed throughout India. This village
will e transformed intc a special zone, oeating more
employment opportunities. Cver 400 people are imodved in
this business, but with further expansion, this number will
micrease. Last year, the village generated a revenws of £ 107
crore from the sale of pendils. Similarly, many villages in the
Anantnag district also engage in pencl manufacturing. By
giving COukhoo the tide of Pencil Village', the local residents
will receive subsidies and contribute further to the industry,
thereby boosting business opportunities. Inthe 1960s, Cadar
trees were usad to produce pendls in this region, but this
practice harmed the forests and the emdronment. As a result,
Poplar trees replaced Cedar as the primary source of wood for
pendl manufacturing. Currently, only 108 of the wood usad
in pendil preduction is scunced from Kerala, while the majority
comes from Pulwama. The Cemtral government's initiatives
not only strengthen the "Vocal for Local" campaizn but also

Young Cricketers from
J&K Rise and Shine

Jdarmmu and Kashemr (JER)
has made its presence felt

in the cricketing world. This
was evident duning the recent
IPL seasmn. Significanthy. a
considerablie rumber of players
fromi J&K paricipated in the
IPL. Five players were part of different teams, while six were
associabed as net bowlers for vanous teams. Motably, the

net bowders included Wasim Bashir for Mumbai Indians, Abdi
Mushiag and Muutaba Yousuf for Lucknow Super Gianis,
Saath Urnar Mazir for CSK, and Samiuliah Dar fior Kolkaka
Kright Riders. This IPL season marks a histonic moment as
JEE wilnessed a subsiantial representation in the tcumament.
Motably, among the selected net bowlers, some players have
not yet played fior JEH. This development showeases the talent
fhat exists within the region. Besides, fior the first fime in Jammu,
people will have fhe opportunity fo watch the semi-finals and
finals of the IPL live on large screens, adding to the escitement
sumounding the game. Morecwer, the region is also known for
axicket bat mamsfachuning J&K's cricket bat indusing, with a nich
history of 102 years, has now emenged as a strong compeliion o
fhe renownied Englsh Wilow bat marufacturers. The populanity
of bats madie from Hashmir Willow has grown as an increasing
numiber of cricket-playing nations have staried using them.
Cricket bats made fram Fashmir Willow made their debut in
fhe qualifying round of fhe 2023 Cricket Word Cup, marking a
sigrificant milestone in India's bat manufactuning histonyg.

promote a self-reliant India through the encouragement of
local industries.  Mow instead of relying on other states for
raw materials, complete pendcils will be manufactured im
Fulwama and find their way into the hands of people all over

the courtry. =
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Development

New Mllestones in the
Growth Journey of J&K

Union Minister for Home and Cooperation Shri Amit Shah reviewed the
development projects during his two-day wisit to Jammu and Kashmir,

Bureau

ammu and Kashmir {J&¥] continues to forge

ahead in its path towards dewelopment, marking

new milestonas in its jowrney of growth and

prosperity. A significant addition to this growth
narrative unfolded wien Shri Amit Shah, the Union Minister for
Home and Cooperation, inaugurated and laid the foumdation
stone for 84 development projects wiorth % 586 crore in Srinagar
on June 23. This momentous occasion signifies a major boost to
the region’s progress and showcases the Indian government’s
commitment towards strengthening J&K's sodoeconomic
landscape. Shii Shah highlighted the impact of the developmentzl
projects, which are expected to benefit approximately 22 lakh
people in JEK. He emphasised the significance of prowiding pure
drinking water directly to households, relieving women from the
burden of fetching water from distant sources, and imgrowving
the overall health of families.

When pure drinking water maches a house, it not only
removes the problem of the woman who has tofetch water from
far away but also brings a gualitative improvement in the whole
family's health, he said. Shri Shah underscored the government's
committment to modermnise 100 schools in the region, ensuring
children receive access to quality education. He lauded Prime
Pinister Shri Marendra Modi's determination to bring watershed
changes and a better quality of life to the people, particularty
in the Valley. Shri Shah added that every citizen of the Linicn
Territory is now covered under the 'Pradhan Mantri Ayushman
Bharat Yojanz' through the "SEHAT scheme, providing heatth
expenses coversge up to % 5 lakh. This approach reflacts the
government’s people-oriented gowernance efforts 2t the
grassroots level in J&K, emphasising holistic developmenit fior zdl.

Shri Shah highlighted the advent of democracy in JEK, with
35,000 elected repressntatives actively shaping the future of
their villages, tehsils, and districts. He expressad confidence
that in the coming days, the region will witness the ememgence
of new leaders, including MPs and MLAs, from within these
communities. Shri Shah commended the government led by
Shri Modi for effectively implermenting Panchayati Raj at the
grassroots level in JEE, thereby percolating and strengthening
democracy. The establishment of Panchayati Raj in J&K under
the Prime Minister's leadership has become a permanent
rezlity, marking a significant change. Shri Shah atiributed this
transformation to a deep-nooted commitrment to democracy and
praised the Prime Minister for instigating positive changes in J&K.
Shiri Shah highlighted the developmentzl activities that the region
has witnessed in the last couple of years and also talked aboaut
sOme ongoing projects. He emphasised Shri Modi's commitrment
to enhancing the region’s educational infrastructure, citing the
establishment of AlIKS, HIMs, and NIlTs in J&K.=
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Vitasta
Festival
showcases

L 3
Kashmir
The “Vitasta’ Festival aims to showcase
Kashmir's rich cultural legacy, diverse
traditions, and distinctive aspects to
the global audience.

Bureau

he Vitzsta Festival serves as an ambassador,
spreading Kashmir's distinctive essence to India
and rest of the world i stands as the most
significant cuftural gathering to occur in Kashmir
ower the past 25 years. The festival derives its name from the
original Sanskrit appellation of the Jhelum River The ewent
showcased the talents of 1,900 artists from Kashmir and 150

of diverse cultures across the country. Union Minister for Home
and Cooperation Shri Amit Shah hailed the “Vitasta Mahotsay™
a5 3 testament to Kashmir's all-encompassing ideoclogy and
cufture, He emphasised that it was in this region where
music and knowledge reached great heights, & evidenced
by Adishankar's recognition of it as "Sharda Eshetra” and the
establishment of "Sharda Peeth”. The Vitasta Festival in Kashmir
provided a platform for aporokimately 1,900 artists from the
Valley and around 150 artists from across the country to display

artists from various regions of India, resulting in a vibrant blend and exchange their artistic expressions.m

Jammu Kaahmu'. A T&ﬂtament to Indomitable Courage and Bravery of Soldiers

The secmity siuaton in Jammu
and Kashmir (MK} has winessed a

oiganisations, and securty measures, such as intensified night pafrolling and enhanced deployment, have been camed out.
Coordination mestings bebween diferent security agencies have been held, parficulary in cases refated to temor funding. The
enfiorcement of strict legal measures has contributed to the restoration of peace in JEK.

The central gowvernment has been actively atiending to the needs of the security personnel, ensunng they have all the
necessany faciities. Furthermore, immediate suppont is provided fo the families. of soldiers who hawe lost their ives in the ine
of duty In a symbobc gesture to boost morale of security personnel, Union Minister for Home and Cooperation Sha Amit Shah
recentty inaugurated the Balidan Stambh’ (Sacriice Pillar) in Jammu and Kashmir. This monument aims o inspie patrict=m
among the youth and provide solace to the families of martyred soldiers. Dunng the ceremony, Shei Amit Shah emphasized
the brawvery and valour exhibited by the cowniny's bravehearts from Jammu and Kashmir. To commemorate these herpes, the
foundation stone for the Sacrifice Pillar was laid in Pratap Park, Sanagar. This monument will mmmortalise the memony of the
martyrs and foster a sense of patrictism among the youth. Shri Shah also met with the families of martyred soldiers from the
Jammu and Kashmir Police, giving them appointment lefiers. He praised the countless J&K Police personnel who sacrificad their
Iwes to protect innocent civilians from terronsts, highlighting the region’s commitment to peace.

Linder the leadership of Prime Minister Shn Marendra Modi, substantial efforts have been made in the past 8 years for the
dewedopment of Jammu and Kashmir. According to the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, there has been a dediine in termonst
mcadents, with no reported cases of stone pelting. This pregress can be afiribuied to the sustainable development initiatives led by
Prirme Minister Shr Marendra Modi. Notably, there has been a 54 % redwchion in terrorist incidents, an 84 %% decrease in security
fonces casualbes, and a 22 % dedine in temonst recuitment. Rlecently, the Uinion Minister for Home and Cooperation Shi Amit
Shah heldd a meeting in Mew Delhi to review the security amangements in Jamimu and Kashmir. He expressed satisfaction with
the record kow numbser of temonists present in the Union Temitony. The Home Minister instnected top secunty officials to intensify
efforts in elminating the remaming temorists, thereby ensaing longlasting peacew
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Efforts to Ach:eve Goals
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n the endeavor to create maximum employment
opportunities acnoss different sections of society,
the Union Government is implementing the
Agnespath scheme to recruit as mamy young
pecple as Agniveers as possible. These Agniveers, after their
training, will bear the responsibility of safeguarding the country's
borders from external aggression or intrusion. Both young
boys and girls have shown interest in joining this new schems,
and as part of the recruitment drive, Shri Mityanand Rai, Union
Minister of State for Home Affairs, met with women aspirants in
the Lakhisarai, a town of Bihar. He encoursged the aspiring girls
to make adequate preparations to orack the Agnipath Scheme
exam. The program held on June 26, 2023, the Union Minister
of State for Home Affzirs, Mityenand Rai, highlighted that the
‘Agneepath’ scheme, espoused by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, offers employment opportunities to the youth. He said
that the scheme also provides young Agniveers with a chance
to serve the country through the Indizn Army. He said that the
government was actively working on various fronts to empower
as part of this objective. He mentioned that he was witnessing a
sense of enthusizsm among young men and women towards this
scheme in all parts of the countnye

Uinion State Minister Mityanand Rai emphasized that the
Union Home Ministry, Ministry of Defense, other Central
Ministries, and Public Sector Underizkings have zlready made
provision for implementing the policy of reservation for Agniveer’
candidates in their further recruitment. Thesa gowernment
departments and undertakings will introduce several relaation:
for them in jobs.

On the oomsion of the Sth International Yoga Day, Shri
Ajay Eumar Mishra, the Union Minister of State for Home
Affairs, participated in a Yoga session with local residents in
Lakchimpur Kheri, Litar Pradesh. In his address after performing
Yoga, Shri Ajay Mishra said that Prime Minister Shri Marendra
Modi, throwgh his performance of Yoga at the United Mations
Headquarters in New York, showased the strength of Indian
cutture. The United Nations declared June 21st as International
Yoga Day, marking the successful realisation of Prime Minister
Shri Modi's dedicated efforts towands the promotion of Yoga.
Dwring the Yoga program, Union State Minister Ajay Kwmar
Mishra said that Yoga serves as comprehensive health insurance
with zero premiums. He said that Yoga plays a vital role in
achiewing health objectives.

Earlier, on June 19ih, Shri Ajay Mishra visited the Geeta Press
office in Gorakhpur. As government has announced that the
Gandhi Peace Prize 2021 would be bestowed upon Geeta Press,
the Union State Minister's wisit was meant to pay respect to the
institution. Praising Geetz Press for disseminating knowledge
about the “Sanatan” culture through books ower the past
decades, Shri Ajay Mishra commended the dedicated employess
of Geeta Press for their substantial contribution towards creating
a constructive socio-cultural ervironment in sodety.

Shri Misith Pramanik, the Union Minister of State for Home
Affairs, visited South Africa between 15-20 luly, where, along
with other official engagements, he met with people of the
Indian diaspora. In the meeting with the diaspora members,
Union Minister of State Pramanik said that seeing the successful
and vibrant Indian community in South Africa was an exhilarating
experience. From their rich cultural heritage to their contribution

in wariows fialds, they are & symbaol of unity and diversity. B
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Boosting Security

®

and Developme:?t*

The Union Home Secretary met the High Commissioner of SriLankato India

Bureau

ultiple meetings and conferences highlighting
Indiz's commitment to mantzinng peace,
enhancing cooperation, and boosting medical
fadlities for security personnel were held by
the Union Home Secretany Shi Ajay Eumar Bhalla during the:
last fortnight.
®The Apex Commitites, led by the Union Home Secretary
comiened on 14 June 2023 to discuss amangements and
measures for successfully hosting the G20 conference
nine imitee countries, as well as representatives from
EoeErmiments, ndustny, and a=demia, the conference
will address the challenges posed by NFTs, Al, and the
Metaverse in the realm of security.
®The 53rd DG BSFBGE Lewel Border Coordinabion
Conference held in Mew Delhi from 11 to 14 June
2023 paved the way for enhanced mutual cooperation
between the Border Security Force [BSF) and Border
Guard Bangladesh [BGE). DG- BGE met the Union Home
Serretary on 13.06. 2023 and expressed his satisfacton
over the cutcome of the conference and reiterated
commitment to work jointly for maintaining peace
and tranguility at the border Efforts have been talen
for strengthening mutual ocooperation through agreed
evernts undertaken as Confidence Building Measures
(CBMs). Further, mutual cooperation between BSF and
BGEB paved the way for starting of construction of Single
Riones Fence and development works in Tripura.
®The 5r Llankanm High Commissionsr, Mr Miinda

Morsgoda, met the Union Home Secetary on 20
June 2023, The mesting fooussed on @padty bullding
imitiatrees for 56 Lankan pofice officers and cooperation
between Central Amned Police Forces (CAPFs) and Sri
Lanka Police Force. The discussions touched upon areas
of mutual interest, fiostering coserties bebween the teo
nations.

®|ndia's Ambassadors to China and the UAE engaged
in bilateral sacwrity discussions with the Union Home
Sacretary  during the fortnight. These dialoguwes
emphasisad the importance of addressing mutual security
concarns and promoting collaboration between nations.

®The Central Armed Police Forces Insttute of Medical

Sdences [CAPFIMS) is being developed and is set to
become a sEte-ofthe-art medical insttute and an
d00-bedded hospital. The construction of CAPFMS is
nearing completion and in order to operationalize the
project at the earliest, a review meeting with AIIMS,
Mew Delhi was held on Junel4 under the dchaimanship
of Union Home Secretary, in consuliation with Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare and NITI Aayos, to disouss
vanous provisions of the Draft Memomndumnm of
Agreement (Mod) to be exeamed between CAPFIMG
amd AlINES, Mew Delhi.

#The 62nd meeting of the Bxecutive Councl of the
Mational Foundation for Communal Harmmomy wes
council reviewed ongoing activities and approved the
budget for the fism@l year 2023-24, highlighting India's
commitmment to fostering communal harmony within
the nation®
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Guest Column

HOME AFFAIRS

Shri Ashok Prasad*®

ane are the days when
Jammu and Eashmir |J&K)
faced freguent incidents
of insurgency, terrorism,
separatist protests and cross-border
infiltration, resulting in an atmosphere of
fear and unrest in the region.

Thanks to the path-breaking measuras
of the Government of India, under
the leadership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Bodi, the region, renowned
for its heavenly beauty and rich cultural
heritage, has embraced a new era of
peace and prograss in the last few years.

Establishing an atmosphere of security
and peace among the people was crucial
for the &K region, which had witnessed
recurring incidents of militancy and
violence in the last few decades, resulting
in the boss of innocent lives. Moreover, the
prolonged period of unrest and instability
obstructed  dewelopmental  acthvities,
leading to the deterioration of the sodio-
economic fabric of the whole region.

The Government of India chalked
out an integrated plan of action,
comprising ~ multi-pronged  policy
measures, to restore normalcy  and
establish democratic principles in JRE
Keeping in view the fact that Article 370
and Article 354 were hindering the all-
round development of the region; the
Centre took a historic decision to repeal it
After October 31, 2019, all the provisionsof
the Constitution of India have been made
applicable to the erstwhile State of JRK
Similarly, the Government of India has
done remarkable work of percolating
democracy and strengthening & by
bringing Panchayati Raj to the grassroots
bewel in JEK. Elections in 4,290 Gram
Panchayats, comprising 33,552 Panchayat
constituencies, were held in 2013, after a

gap of sewen years.

From Turmoil to
Triumph: New
Dawn for J&K

Similarly, elections were conducted
in 1,145 wards of urban local bodies
between Movember and December 2018
after @ gap of 13 years, and polls in Block
[Development Cowncils were held for the
first time in the history of J&K in October
2019, All these landmark initiatives are
ushering in a new era of justice, bringing
the region imto the mainstream. This
is also bringing JEE and Ladakh on par
with other S5tates and UTs. This has
bolstered the local economy by increasing
imestment. Moreover, reservation for the
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS] in
jobs and educational institutions has led
to ample employment opportunities in
the region,

All Cantral laws, including progressive

Thanks to the path-breaking
measures of the Government
of India, under the leadership
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Maodi, the region, renowned
for its heavenly beauty and rich
cultural heritage, has embraced
a new era of peace and progress
in the last few years.

lawes, such as the Right to Education,
Mational Commission for Minorities
Act, etc, were made fully applicable
to the Union Territory. The application
of these laws guarantees eguity and
faimess to all, incheding 5Cs, 5Ts,
women, children and senior citizens,
Establishing law and order i vital for
long-lasting peace and prosperity. Backed
by the Central government’s integrated
action plan, paramilitary forces, including
Border Security Force and Central Reserve
Police Force [CRPF), have been working
in close cohesion with the police system,
dismantling terrorist networks  and

eradicating insurgency in the megion
This has led to positive results, and a
major decline has been recorded in the
number of termor incidents in the region
in the last nine years. While the number
of terroristinitiated incidents has come
down from 228 in 2018 to 125 in 2022,
the security forces casualty has decreased
significantly from 91 in 2018 to 31 in 2022.

To place JEK on the transformative
trajectory,  encompassing  allround
development, the Govermment of
India has formulated warious policies,
including Industrial Poliog, Industrial
Land Allotment Policy, Private Industrial
Estate Dewslopment Policy, ‘Woaol
Processing, Handicraft and Handloom
Paolicy, Mew Film Policy, and Home Stay
and House Boat Policy for Touwrism.
These consistent policy measures hawve
succeeded in drawing the attention of
irvestors as well as tourists in the last
few years. The scope of investments in
JBE, along with towrist activity, is rising.
In 2022, a record 1.88 crore tourists
visited JEK. Earlier, unemployment was
a significant issue for the youths of this
region, However, sustained administrative
efforts hawe led to ample job
opportunities. The Government of India
has provided 28 000 govermment jobs to
youngsters, established 51,000 units of
self-emiployment, provided livelihood to
70,000 youth under the Mission Youth
and allocated an industrial package of
28,400 crore with complete transparency.

Thee focussed and well directed efforts
of the Government and the all-agency
approach adopted, has dearly launched
J&K onthe path of all round progress. With
the most significant hurdles having been
removed, the Sate is poised to undeash
the full potential of its people to establish
J&K as one of the most-developed and
peaceful regions of the country. =

*Ex DGR, JE&K, and Spedal Director, 1B
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Linion Minister for Home and Cooperation ShrAmit
Shah Inaugurated CREDEAI Garden Peopie's Park
In Ahmedabiad, Gujarat on 209 June.

Union Minkster of State for Home Shrl Alay Kumar Mishia gave
appaintment lethers. o e candidales recrulied In govemment depanments
furing e employment fr organised In Jaipur an 13 June. Tota 196
appoiniment ietiers were disibuted In he programme. He Inspired fhe
candidates to actively participate In the development of thelr Institutions
and the nation by doing Melr job wiih marality and honeshy

Yoga Day was celebrated by 2 1% Batlalion ITBR, Srinagar
&K} on the occasion of 56 Infemational Day of Yoga. Yoga
EEEEIDNE WErE organised af various placss of the battslion.
Slmulianeaussy, [TBP jawans across the counfry peromed
yoga at helr workpizces.

B
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Tribute to the bravehearts https:/fbharatkeveer.gov.in

GUIDELINES

+You can donate directly to individual braveheart's account (upto max of ¥ 15 lakhs)
or may donate to the Bharat Ke Veer corpus.

+To ensure maximum coverage, a cap of 15 lakhs is envisaged per braveheart and
the donor would be alerted if the amount exceeds 15 lakhs, so that they can choose
to either decrease their contribution or divert part of the contribution to another
braveheart's account, or to the Bharat Ke Veer corpus.

+Bharat Ke Veer corpus would be managed by a commitee made up of eminent
persons of repute and senior government officials, in equal number, who would
decide to disburse the fund equitably to the braveheart families on need basis.

BPRA&D signed an Mol with Delnl Prisons & Osmania
University to conduct Unnadl Programme in Tihar Jall, In the
presence of SmtAnupama N Chandra, ADG, BPRAD, Dr.
Beena Chintalapurl, Prof P Laxminarayana, Registar and

ShelH P S Sran, Aodl. 1G, Tihar Prisans.
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‘ ‘ MNow, the incidents of stone pelting and bandh on the call of neighboring
country are disappearing in Jammu and Kashmir and terrorist incidents have
mostly come under control. Today schools, colleges, industries are running
here, 1 crore 88 lakh tourists came to Jammu and Kashmir in 2022, which is

the biggest figure ever since independence.
-Shri Amit Shah, Union Minister for Home and Cooperation , ,
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Ministry of Home Affairs, NH-48, Mahipalpur
New Delhi - 110037
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